
1 
 

 

 

Ymateb gan Plant yng Nghymru  

Ymchwiliad Pwyllgor Materion Allanol a Deddfwriaeth Ychwanegol i’r 

goblygiadau i Gymru yn sgil Prydain yn gadael yr Undeb Ewropeaidd  

Cyflwyniad  

Plant yng Nghymru yw’r sefydliad ambarél cenedlaethol yng Nghymru i broblemau 

plant, pobl ifanc a theuluoedd. Daw â sefydliadau ac unigolion o bob disgyblaeth a 

sector at ei gilydd i siarad ag un llais a chyfnewid gwybodaeth. Un o’n hamcanion 

craidd yw gwneud Confensiwn y Cenhedloedd Unedig ar Hawliau’r Plentyn 

(CCUHP) yn realiti yng Nghymru. Ymgyrcha Plant yng Nghymru ar gyfer 

gwasanaethau ansoddol cynaliadwy i holl blant a phobl ifanc. Ceir sylw arbennig i 

blant mewn angen. Gweithia i sicrhau bod gan blant a phobl ifanc lais mewn 

materion sy’n eu heffeithio hwy. Mae Plant yng Nghymru yn hwyluso llais plant a 

phobl ifanc i ddylanwadu polisi llywodraeth drwy ei waith ‘Cymru Ifanc/Young Wales’.    

Am ragor o wybodaeth  ar waith Plant yng Nghymru, ewch ar 

www.childreninwales.org.uk  a   www.youngwales.wales 

Mae Plant yng Nghymru wedi bod ar waith yn rhyngwladol ers 1992. Gyda chymorth 

Gweinyddiaethau Cymru’r gorffennol a chwaer-gyrff ambarél yn Y Ffindir, Estonia, 

Cyprus a’r Almaen, arweiniodd y Prif Weithredwr y creu. Ef oedd Llywydd 

cychwynno Eurochild, y sefydliad pan-Ewropeaidd (dros 178 o sefydliadau 

cenedlaethol a thraws-genedlaethol yn aelodau), a ariannwyd gan y Comisiwn 

Ewropeaidd i frwydro yn erbyn tlodi plant ac allgau cymdeithasol a hyrwyddo hawliau 

plant. www.eurochild.org.  

Ymateb i C1 Beth ddylai fod y brif flaenoriaeth i Gymru cyn i Lywodraeth y DU 
ddechrau Erthygl 50?  

1. Ymgynghori â phlant a phobl ifanc   

1.1. Ynghyd â sefydliadau ambarél cenedlaethol partner y DU ac Eurochild. 

Argraffwyd y llythyr hwn gan Plant yng Nghymru yn The Guardian ar Ddydd Sul 3 
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Gorffennaf 2016. Hyd yma mae’r apêl hon wedi’i hanwybyddu i raddau helaeth 

gan lywodraethau ledled y DU. Dylid mynd i’r afael â goblygiadau sylweddol i 

genedlaethau’r dyfodol ynghyd â hawliau a lles plant a phobl ifanc heddiw ar 

unwaith.   

  

‘Mewn ymateb i ganlyniad y refferendwm, anogwn lywodraethau’r DU a’r Undeb 

Ewropeaidd i gynnwys plant a phobl ifanc mewn penderfyniadau a fydd yn llunio dyfodol 

Ewrop. Tanategir ein gwaith gan yr hawliau a ymgorfforir yng nghonfensiwn y 

Cenhedloedd Unedig ar hawliau’r plant. Dan erthygl 12, mae gan blant a phobl ifanc yr 

hawl i gyfranogi mewn penderfyniadau sy’n effeithio arnyn nhw. Cadarnhaodd y DU hyn 

yn 1991. Mae ganddi reidrwydd felly i sicrhau y gwireddir yr hawliau i holl blant yma. 

Rydym yn siomedig na chafodd rhai 16 a 17 oed, gan gynnwys y rhai a bleidleisiodd yn 

etholiadau senedd Yr Alban fis Mai, hawl i leisio’u barn yn y penderfyniad pwysicaf yn y 

blynyddoedd diwethaf. Dewisodd oddeutu 75% o bleidleiswyr y DU a oedd yn 18-24 oed 

dros aros yn yr UE. Rhaid i lywodraethau nawr sicrhau bod bob penderfyniad polisi a 

wnânt yn trin pryderon y bobl ifanc hyn.  

Ers y canlyniad, mae rhai o’n pobl ifanc wedi derbyn camdriniaeth hiliol. Nid oes gan 

droseddau casineb le yn ein cymdeithas. Rhaid rhannu’r neges hon yn benodol. Dylai 

holl blant gael y cyfle i dyfu’n ddiogel a hapus a dylent gael eu cydnabod fel rhai sydd â 

hawliau unigol. Mae pleidlais y DU yn agor cyfnod o ansicrwydd mawr. Tra mae sylw yn 

canolbwyntio ar yr economi, dylai arweinwyr gwleidyddol hefyd drin anghydraddoldeb a 

dadrithiad cynyddol yn ein cymdeithas. Mae lefelau peryglus o raniad cymdeithasol yn 

gyffredin ledled Ewrop ac mae hyn yn wenwynig i blentyndod a’n democratiaethau. Os 

yw gwleidyddion o ddifrif ynghylch pontio’r rhaniad hwn, dylai hawliau plant a’r frwydr yn 

erbyn tlodi plant fod yn ganolbwynt.  

Prif Weithredwyr Plant yng Nghymru, Children in Scotland, Children England, 

Children in Northern Ireland ac Ysgrifennydd Cyffredinol Eurochild 

2. Asesiad Effaith Hawliau Plant  

2.1. Yn bennaf oll, mae’r UE wedi cyfeirio at hawliau plant yn ei hamcanion ac 

egwyddorion sefydlol. Amlinellodd Erthygl 3 Cytundeb Lisbon ymroddiad yr 

UE i hyrwyddo ‘gwarchod hawliau’r plentyn’. Mae Erthygl 24 Siarter Hawliau 

Sylfaenol yn gwarantu diogelu hawliau plant gan sefydliadau’r UE, ynghyd â 

chan wledydd yr UE pan weithredant gyfraith yr UE.  
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2.2. Mae Deddfwriaeth Cymru yn gofyn am asesiadau o bolisïau ar hawliau plant. 

Felly mae unrhyw newidiadau oherwydd gadael yr UE angen mynd drwy’r un 

broses.  

2.3.  Cododd Pwyllgor y CU ar Hawliau’r Plentyn “bryderon difrifol” nad oedd y DU 

yn gwneud digon i flaenoriaethu anghenion plant, gan wneud dros 150 o 

argymhellion. Mae felly’n hanfodol na chollir datblygiadau i hawliau plant a 

geir drwy ein haelodaeth o’r UE. Mae effaith ddinistriol posibl ar blant y gall 

Brexit ei chael o ran lles a hawliadau plant. Er enghraifft, mae strategaeth 

ataliol y Comisiwn Ewropeaidd sef ‘Buddsoddi mewn Plant: Torri’r Cylch 

Anfantais’  yn cynrychioli ymgais gynhwysfawr i drin tlodi plant a hyrwyddo 

llesiant erbyn 2020. Ceir ffocws ar sicrhau bod plant yn derbyn: mynediad at 

adnoddau digonol, gan gynnwys budd-daliadau plant a theuluol; mynediad at 

wasanaethau ansoddol a chynhwysol fel gofal plant ac addysg; a 

chyfranogiad ystyrlon mewn gwneud penderfyniadau. Wrth i dlodi plant ledled 

y DU gynyddu, beth fydd yn digwydd i gynnwys Cyfeireb yr UE – Buddsoddi 

mewn Plant a frwydrwyd mor galed drosti.  

2.4. Mae plant, pobl ifanc a theuluoedd wedi cael eu heffeithio’n anghymesur gan 

doriadau llymder. Er enghraifft mae llawer o awdurdodau lleol wedi torri cyllid 

i wasanaethau ieuenctid.  

 

3. Cydlyniad Cymunedol 

3.1. Dangosodd y cyfnod ar ôl pleidlais Brexit gynnydd sylweddol mewn 

troseddau casineb yn erbyn plant, pobl ifanc a’u teuluoedd a nodwyd yn 

gywir neu’n anghywir nad oeddent yn hanu o’r DU. Yn anffurfiol gwyddwn fod 

yr heddlu wedi cofnodi nifer uwch o achosion o droseddau casineb yn erbyn 

oedolion. Fodd bynnag, hyd y gwyddom ni, ni chaiff hyn ei fonitro ar gyfer 

achosion yn erbyn plant a phobl ifanc mewn ysgolion a cholegau. Mae un o’n 

haelodau, Cyngor Hil Cymru wedi mynegi pryder yn barhaus ynghylch hyn. 

Mae Plant yng Nghymru hefyd wedi codi hyn dro ar ôl tro. Mae angen 

gweithredu ar frys os nad yw’r rhai a effeithir arnynt yn cael eu dadrithio gyda 

Chymru a phobl Cymru. 

 

 



4 
 

4. Trosglwyddo Gwybodaeth 

4.1. Ar hyn o bryd mae’r UE yn darparu cyllid i alluogi hyfforddiant, codi 

ymwybyddiaeth a rhannu arfer gorau. Er enghraifft yn ystod yr wythnos 

ddiwethaf drwy Eurochild roeddem yn gallu cyfranogi yn Fforwm Hawliau 

Plant Ewropeaidd o ran hawliadau plant mudol. Cwrddom â gwleidyddion, 

gwneuthurwyr polisi a staff gweithredol o ran argyfwng Ffoaduriaid Syria. 

Cafwyd gwybodaeth a chysylltiadau gwerthfawr ond yn bwysicach rhoddodd 

ddadl pan-Ewropeaidd ynghylch y ffordd ymlaen. Er enghraifft, gwnaeth 

Gweinidog Gwlad Groeg hi’n amlwg nad oedd holl wledydd Ewrop yn 

chwarae eu rhan. Mae dal 700 o blant ar eu pennau eu hunain sy’n ceisio 

lloches mewn gwersylloedd yng Ngwlad Groeg gyda dim cynnig o leoliad 

ymlaen. 

4.2. Mae meysydd eraill allweddol sy’n effeithio ar blant yng Nghymru yn cynnwys 

trin croesi ffiniau fel diogelu, masnachu plant a diogelwch ar-lein.  

4.3. Mae bod yn aelod o’r Undeb Ewropeaidd yn hwyluso mynediad i 

rwydweithiau Ewropeaidd a chyfleoedd i gyflwyno prosiectau mewn 

partneriaeth ag Aelod-wladwriaethau eraill. Fel y nodwyd yn flaenorol mae 

Plant yng Nghymru yn aelod o Eurochild a bydd hyn yn parhau wedi Brexit. Y 

realiti fodd bynnag yw bod Eurochild yn talu am ein cyfranogiad drwy ei grant 

UE. Ni fyddant yn gallu gwneud hynny wedi Brexit. Perygl allweddol yw y 

bydd gostyngiad sylweddol yn y cyfleoedd hyn a fyddai’n effeithio ar ein gallu 

i fod yn genedl allblyg a derbyn syniadau newydd.  

 

5. Mae Dylanwad yn Ddwyffordd  

5.1. Cymru’n dylanwadu gwledydd eraill  

5.1.1. Hyd yma mae Cymru wedi bod â rôl arweiniol mewn hyrwyddo hawliau 

plant ac ymladd tlodi plant yn Ewrop.  

5.1.2. Dros y blynyddoedd arweiniodd eiriolaeth gyson gan Plant yng 

Nghymru ac Eurochild at ‘Buddsoddi mewn Plant: Torri Cylch Anfantais’ 

y Gyfeireb Ewropeaidd. Yn yr un modd, arweiniodd eiriolaeth yn wreiddiol 

at y gair ‘oed’ yn ymddangos yn Siarter Hawliau Sylfaenol yr UE (yn cael 

ei ddelio’n wleidyddol gan AS o Gymru).  
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5.1.3. Drwy ein gweithgarwch Ewropeaidd, arweiniom yr ymgyrch i sefydlu’r 

Comisiynydd Plant cyntaf yn y DU. O ganlyniad, dylanwadwyd ar 

wledydd eraill.  

5.2. Yr UE yn dylanwadu’r DU a Chymru  

5.2.1. Pan fu’n bosibl dylanwadu ar lywodraeth y DU ar faterion nad ydynt 

wedi’u datganoli yn uniongyrchol, mae Plant yng Nghymru wedi gallu 

dylanwadu ar yr UE. Gall hithau wedyn gyhoeddi cyfeirebau ac ati at 

Lywodraeth y DU e.e. ar hawliau sylfaenol.  

5.2.2. Mae canllawiau diwygiedig y Comisiwn Ewropeaidd wedi cynorthwyo i 

sicrhau yr asesir polisi’r UE a chynigion deddfwriaethol yn erbyn eu 

heffaith ar hawliau plant. Mae gwahaniaethau amlwg rhwng agwedd 

Llywodraethau Cymru a’r DU at hawliau plant. Mae’n hanfodol ein bod yn 

dysgu gan fentrau Ewropeaidd cadarnhaol ac yn eu gyrru ymlaen yng 

nghyd-destun polisi Cymru a’r DU  a gwneud penderfyniadau waeth beth 

yw statws Brexit.  

5.2.3. Mae’r ‘Egwyddor Bartneriaeth’ sy’n tanategu cynllunio, rheoli a 

gweithredu’r Cronfeydd Strwythurol yng Nghymru wedi galluogi ein 

sefydliadau sy’n aelodau i gyfranogi i osod blaenoriaethau a gwneud 

penderfyniadau. Byddai CGGC yn chwilio am unrhyw drefniadau cyllido 

olynol i gadw agwedd yr ‘Egwyddor Bartneriaeth’.  

5.2.4. Mae aelodau Eurochild wedi tynnu sylw at bryder gall y DU wrth-

ddweud ymdrechion i wella systemau gwarchod cymdeithasol fel gallent 

ymateb yn well i anghenion plant a theuluoedd. Ar hyn o bryd mae 

oddeutu 28 miliwn o blant yn byw mewn tlodi yn yr UE. Mae dros 

chwarter o blant mewn perygl o dlodi ac allgau cymdeithasol. Drwy lygaid 

plentyn, deallir bod tlodi plant fel ffenomenon aml-ddimensiwn. Nid yn 

unig cwmpasa amddifadedd incwm ond hefyd ffurfiau eraill o 

amddifadedd a cholli urddas. Mae’r rhain yn cynnwys diffyg mynediad at 

dai ac amgylchfyd byw priodol, addysg, gwasanaethau iechyd, 

gwasanaethau cymdeithasol ym maes atal a gofal, a diffyg mwy 

cyffredinol o gyfle mewn cymdeithas. Mae brwydro yn erbyn tlodi plant yn 

awr yn rhan o agenda datblygiad byd-eang newydd. Rhain yw Amcanion 

Datblygu Cynaliadwy, sy’n tynnu sylw at y ffaith bod tlodi plant yn her 
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gyffredinol sy’n gofyn am ymateb ar lefel genedlaethol, Ewropeaidd a 

byd-eang.  

5.2.5. Mae aelodau Eurochild hefyd wedi tynnu sylw at y ffaith y cynigia bod 

yn rhan o’r UE gyfle i ddylanwadu ar benderfyniadau’r dyfodol. 

Cynorthwyant i sicrhau y gall plant a phobl ifanc siapio ‘Ewrop fwy 

cymdeithasol’. Mae ansicrwydd felly ar y prosesau a’r gweithdrefnau a 

fyddai’n dod i rym yn y DU yn y senario hwn. Ceir ansicrwydd hefyd 

ynghylch a fydd llywodraeth y DU yn mynd ymlaen â chynigion tebyg ar 

eu liwt ei hun..  

 

 

6. Cyllid 

6.1. Bydd colli’r lefel bresennol o gyllid yr UE yn cael effaith fawr ar sefydliadau yn 

gweithio â phlant, pobl ifanc a theuluoedd yng Nghymru.  

6.2. Mae Prif Weithredwr Plant yng Nghymru yn Is-gadeirydd CCGC. Roedd Plant 

yng Nghymru ynghlwm ag ymateb ymgynghoriad CGGC o ran cyllid ar gyfer 

y trydydd sector. Rydym felly yn cytuno ag ymateb CGGC. ‘Ers 2007 mae’r 

trydydd sector wedi cael mynediad at fwy na £330 miliwn o gronfa 

Strwythurol a Buddsoddi yr UE drwy ystod o grantiau a chontractau caffael. 

Mae hyn ynghyd â rhaglenni fel Erasmus+; Datblygu, Addysg a Chodi 

Ymwybyddiaeth (DEAR), Creative Europe a Daphne. Bydd colli’r cronfeydd 

hyn yn cael effaith sylweddol ar allu’r trydydd sector i gyflwyno prosiectau 

sy’n cyfrannu at adfywiad cymdeithasol ac economaidd ardaloedd mwyaf 

difreintiedig Cymru. Mae cyllid yr UE felly wedi dod â manteision diriaethol i 

blant a phobl ifanc sy’n byw yng Nghymru.  

 

C2  Enghreifftiau o le gall agwedd arfaethedig y DU i drosglwyddo’r acquis 

communautaire (corff cyfraith Ewrop), drwy’r Bil Diddymu Mawr arfaethedig, i 

gyfraith ddomestig, gael goblygiadau penodol i Gymru  

7. Tra mae agweddau economaidd Brexit yn bwysig i ffyniant, ymddengys ychydig o 

gydnabyddiaeth i faint mae’r UE wedi’i chyflawni i blant yn y DU. 
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7.1. Yn hanesyddol, nid yw plant wedi bod ar flaen agenda cyfreithiol a pholisi’r 

UE. Heddiw, mae bron i holl gyfreithiau a pholisïau’r UE yn effeithio ar 

fywydau plant. 

7.2. Mae llawer iawn o ddarpariaeth gyfreithiol yr UE sy’n rhoi hawliad 

uniongyrchol a chymelladwy’n gyfreithiol ar blant yn eu rhinwedd eu hunain. 

Mae hyn yn benodol o ran y farchnad fewnol neu weithgarwch trawsffiniol fel 

symudiad rhydd a mewnfudo.   

7.3. Prin yw unrhyw agwedd ar fywydau plant nad ydynt yn cael eu heffeithio gan 

ddeddfwriaeth a pholisïau’r UE.  

 

8. Gellid dadlau y gall llawer gael ei ymgorffori i gyfraith y DU, ond, er enghraifft, 

cryfder allweddol darpariaeth diogelu plant yr UE yw nid yn unig cynnwys y 

mesurau eu hunain, ond y mecanweithiau atebolrwydd sy’n cyd-fynd â hynny. Ni 

ellir trin llawer o faterion hawliau plant wrth i’r DU yn gweithredu ar ei phen ei 

hun. Er enghraifft, mae fframwaith rheoliadol yr UE sy’n tanategu cyfraith teulu 

trawsffiniol wedi arwain at lefelau cydweithredu uwch rhwng aelodau’r 

farnwriaeth. Mae wedi llwyddo i gyflymu’r canlyniadau ar gyfer plant a gipir neu 

sydd yng nghanol brwydrau dros ofal, cyswllt rhieni a chynhaliaeth.  

9. Rydym felly’n argymell adolygiad ar raddfa eang o’r sefyllfa gyfreithiol 

bresennol – yn ddatganoledig a heb ei ddatganoli i wirio na chaiff plant a 

phobl ifanc yng Nghymru eu heffeithio’n andwyol.  

 

Catriona Williams OBE, Prif Weithredwr, Plant yng Nghymru 

Tachwedd 2016 

02920342434 
catriona.williams@childreninwales.org.uk 
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Response from Children in Wales  

External Affairs and Additional Legislation Committee Inquiry into the 

implications for Wales of Britain exiting the European Union 

Introduction 

Children in Wales is the national umbrella organisation in Wales for children, young 

people and families issues, bringing organisations and individuals from all disciplines 

and sectors together to speak with one voice and to exchange knowledge. One of our 

core aims is to make the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 

(UNCRC) a reality in Wales. Children in Wales campaigns for sustainable quality 

services for all children and young people, with special attention for children in need 

and works to ensure children and young people have a voice in issues that affect them. 

Children in Wales facilitates the voice of children and young people to influence 

government policy making through its ’Cymru Ifanc/Young Wales’ work. 

For further information on the work of Children in Wales, please see 

www.childreninwales.org.uk  &   www.youngwales.wales 

Children in Wales has been active internationally since 1992. With the support of 

previous Welsh Administrations and sister umbrella bodies in Finland, Estonia, Cyprus 

and Germany, the Chief Executive led the creation and was the founder President of 

Eurochild, the pan European organisation (over 178 national and cross national 

organisations in membership), funded by the European Commission to combat child 

poverty and social exclusion and to promote children’s rights. www.eurochild.org.  

Response to Q1 What should be the top priority for Wales in advance of the UK 
Government triggering of Article 50? 

1. Consult children and young people 

1.1. Together with partner UK national umbrella organisations and Eurochild. Children 

in Wales had the following letter printed in the Guardian on Sunday 3 July 2016.  

To date this plea has largely been ignored by governments across the UK. The 
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significant implications for future generations as well as the rights and well-being 

of children and young people today must be addressed urgently. 

  

‘In response to the referendum result, we urge UK governments and the European Union 

to involve children and young people in decisions that will shape Europe’s future. Our work 

is underpinned by the rights enshrined in the United Nations convention on the rights of 

the child. Under article 12, children and young people have the right to participate in 

decisions that affect them. The UK ratified this in 1991. It is therefore obliged to ensure 

these rights are realised for all children here.  We are dismayed that 16 and 17year olds, 

including those who voted in May’s Scottish parliament elections, were denied the right to 

have their say in the most important decision of recent times. Some 75% of UK voters 

aged 18-24 chose to remain in the EU. Governments must now ensure every policy 

decision they make helps to address these young people’s concerns.  

Since the result, some of our young people have been subject to racist abuse. Hate crime 

has no place in our society. This message must be communicated explicitly. All children 

should have the opportunity to grow up secure and happy, and recognised as individual 

rights holders. The UK’s vote opens a period of deep uncertainty. While attention focuses 

on the economy, political leaders must also address growing inequality and disaffection in 

our societies. Dangerous levels of social division are prevalent across Europe. This is toxic 

to childhood and to our democracies. If politicians are serious about bridging that divide, 

children’s rights and the fight against child poverty must now take centre stage. 

Chief Executives of Children in Wales, Children in Scotland, Children England 

Children in Northern Ireland and Secretary General of Eurochild 

2. Children’s Rights Impact Assessment  

2.1. Importantly, the EU has reference children’s rights in its founding objectives 

and principles. Article 3 of the Lisbon Treaty outlined the EU’s commitment to 

promote ‘the protection of the rights of the child’. Article 24 of the Charter of 

Fundamental Rights guarantees the protection of children's rights by EU 

institutions, as well as by EU countries when they implement EU law.  

2.2. Welsh Legislation requires assessments of policies on children’s rights so any 

changes due to withdrawal from the EU will need to go through the same 

process 
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2.3.  The UN Committee on the Rights of the Child raised “serious concerns” that 

the UK was not doing enough to prioritise children’s needs, making more than 

150 recommendations. It is therefore crucial that advances to children’s rights 

gained through our membership of the EU are not lost. There is a potential 

devastating impact on children that Brexit could have in relation to children’s 

welfare and entitlements.  For instance the European Commission’s 

preventative strategy, ‘Investing in Children: Breaking the Cycle of 

Disadvantage’ represents a comprehensive attempt to tackle child poverty and 

promote well-being by 2020, with a focus on ensuring that children receive: 

access to adequate resources, including child and family benefits; access to 

quality and inclusive services such as childcare and education; and meaningful 

participation in decision-making. As child poverty across the UK is rising, what 

will happen to the hard fought for content of the EU Directive – Investing in 

Children.  

2.4. Children, young people and families have been disproportionately affected by 

austerity cuts. For instance many local authorities have cut funding to youth 

services. 

 

3. Community Cohesion  

3.1. The immediate aftermath of the Brexit vote showed a significant increase in 

hate crime against children, young people and their families who were 

identified rightly or wrongly as not being from the UK.  Informally we know that 

the police recorded a higher incidence of hate crime against adults. However 

to our knowledge this is not being monitored for incidents against children and 

young people in schools and colleges. One of our members, Race Council 

Cymru has continually expressed concern about this and Children in Wales 

has raised this repeatedly. Action needs to be taken urgently if those affected 

are not to become disaffected with Wales and Welsh people. 

 

4. Knowledge Transfer  

4.1. Currently the EU provides funding to enable training, awareness raising and 

sharing of best practice. For instance during the past week through Eurochild 

we were able to participate in the European Children’s Rights Forum regarding 
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the rights of migrant children. We met with politicians, policy makers and 

operational staff in relation to the Syrian Refugee crisis. Invaluable information 

and contacts were made, but even more importantly it provided a coherent pan 

Europe debate about the way forward – eg the Greek Minister making it clear 

that not all countries in Europe were playing their part – there are still 700 

unaccompanied asylum seeking children in camps in Greece with no offer of 

an onward location. 

4.2. Other key areas that affect children in Wales include dealing with cross border 

such as safeguarding, child trafficking, online safety,    

4.3. Being a member of the European Union facilitates access to pan European 

networks and opportunities to deliver projects in partnership with other Member 

States. As previously stated Children in Wales is a member of Eurochild and 

this will continue post Brexit. The reality however is that currently Eurochild 

pays for our participation through its EU grant and they will not be able to do 

so post Brexit.  A key risk is therefore that there will be a significant reduction 

in these opportunities which would impact on our ability to be an outward 

looking Nation and receptive to new ideas. 

 

5. Influence is Two Way 

5.1. Wales influencing other countries 

5.1.1. To date Wales has had a leading role in promoting children’s rights and 

combatting child poverty in Europe.  

5.1.2. Over the years consistent advocacy from Children in Wales and 

Eurochild resulted in the European Directive ‘Investing in Children: 

Breaking the Cycle of Disadvantage’. Similarly our advocacy originally 

resulted in the word ‘age’ appearing in the EU Charter of Fundamental 

Rights (fielded politically by a Welsh MP).  

5.1.3. Through our European activity, we led the campaign to establish the first 

Children’s Commissioner in the UK and subsequently influenced other 

countries. 

5.2. EU influencing UK and Wales 

5.2.1. When it has been impossible to directly influence the UK government on 

non-devolved matters, Children in Wales has been able to influence the 
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EU which can then issues directives etc to the UK Government eg on 

fundamental rights  

5.2.2. The European Commission’s revised guidelines have helped ensure that 

EU policy and legislative proposals are assessed against their impact on 

children’s rights. There are clearly differences between Wales and the UK 

Governments approach to children’s rights.  It’s crucial we learn from 

positive European initiatives and take them forward in the context of Wales 

and UK policy and decision-making regardless of Brexit.  

5.2.3. The ‘Partnership Principle’ which underpins the design, management 

and implementation of the Structural Funds in Wales has enabled our 

member organisations to be involved in setting priorities and decision 

making. WCVA would seek for any successor funding arrangements to 

retain the approach of the ‘Partnership Principle’.  

5.2.4. Eurochild members have highlighted concern that the UK may contradict 

efforts to improve social protection systems so that they better respond to 

the needs of children and families. At present there are approximately 28 

million children living in poverty in the EU and over one in four children are 

at risk of poverty and social exclusion. Viewed through a children’s rights 

lens, child poverty is understood as a multi-dimensional phenomenon, 

encompassing not only income deprivation, but also other forms of 

deprivation and loss of dignity – lack of access to appropriate housing and 

living environment, education, health services, social services in the field 

of prevention and care, and a more general lack of opportunity in society. 

Combating child poverty is now part of a new global development agenda, 

the Sustainable Development Goals, which highlight that child poverty is a 

universal challenge that requires a response at the national, European and 

global level.  

5.2.5. Eurochild members have also highlighted that being part of the EU offers 

the opportunity to influence future decisions being made, to help ensure 

that children and young people can shape a more ‘social Europe.’ there is 

therefore uncertainty on the processes and procedures which would take 

effect in the UK in this scenario, and whether the UK government might 

seek to take forward similar proposals on their own accord.  
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6. Funding  

6.1. Loss of the current level of EU funding will have a major impact on 

organisations working with children, young people and families in Wales.  

6.2. The Children in Wales Chief Executive is Vice Chair of WCVA and Children in 

Wales was involved in WCVA’s consultation response in relation to funding for 

the third sector and we are therefore in agreement with WCVA’s response. 

‘Since 2007 the third sector has accessed in excess of £330 million of EU 

Structural and Investment fund through a range of grants and procured 

contracts, as well as programmes such as Erasmus+, Development, Education 

and Awareness Raising (DEAR), Creative Europe and Daphne. The loss of 

these funds will have a significant impact on the third sector’s ability to deliver 

projects that contribute to the social and economic regeneration of the most 

deprived areas of Wales’ EU funding has therefore brought tangible benefits 

to children and young people living in Wales.   

 

Q2  Examples of where the UK’s proposed approach to transferring the acquis 

communautaire (the body of European law), through the proposed Great Repeal 

Bill, into domestic law might have particular implications for Wales 

7. Whilst the Economic aspects of Brexit are important for prosperity, there appears 

to be little recognition of how much the EU has achieved for children in the UK. 

7.1. Historically, children have not been at the forefront of the EU’s legal and policy 

agenda, but today almost all EU law and policy affects children’s lives.  

7.2. There is a vast amount of EU legal provision that confers direct, legally-

enforceable entitlement on children in their own right, particularly in relation to 

internal market or cross-border activities such as free movement, immigration. 

7.3. There is hardly any aspects of children’s lives that is not affected by EU 

legislation and policies. 

 

8. It could be argued that much could be incorporated into UK law, but for example a 

key strength of EU child protection provision is not just the content of the measures 

themselves, but the accompanying accountability mechanisms. Many children’s 

rights issues cannot be addressed by the UK acting alone.  For instance the EU 
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regulatory framework underpinning cross-border family law has resulted in higher 

levels of co-operation between members of the judiciary and succeeded in 

expediting outcomes for children who are abducted or caught up in battles over 

care, parental contact and maintenance. 

9. We therefore recommend a wholesale review of the current legal situation – 

both devolved and non-devolved to check children and young people in 

Wales will not be adversely affected. 

 

Catriona Williams OBE, Chief Executive, Children in Wales 

November 2016 

02920342434 
catriona.williams@childreninwales.org.uk 
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